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These evidences of Brunei's work, however, are dis-
appearing under the exigencies of to-day. Timber is
being replaced by steel and granite to meet the increased
weights and speeds of trains. The location through the
county also is undergoing revision, the sharp curves intro-
duced by Brunei being eased or eliminated, while the
grades are being flattened. Consequently in a few years
the name of Brunei in Cornwall will be naught but a
memory. Fortunately other evidences of his handiwork
abound on this system notably in the Saltash, Chepstow
and Maidenhead bridges, as well as the Box and Foxwood
tunnels.
In Ireland, however, a far more daring expression of his
skill is offered. This is the stretch of line along the sea-
shore between Bray and Wicklow, which now forms part
of the Dublin & South-Eastern railway. This was the
first stretch of iron road to be opened in the Emerald Isle,
the original one and three-quarter miles being operated in
the first instance by the system of atmospheric propulsion,
whereby the train was hauled along the metals by suction.
When it was decided to connect Wicklow with Bray,
the trying character of the country lying between the two
points, and especially of Bray Head, demanded a master-
hand to effect the location and to carry the building opera-
tions through to success. It was a matter of sixteen miles,
but they proved perhaps the most trying sixteen miles of
railway construction ever attempted in this country. It
was stated that Bray Head would defy conquest, for it
was approachable only through very rocky country, and
it is quite possible that the gloomy outlook was responsible
for tempting Brunei to achieve something bold and
striking. There was no need to have carried the line in
this direction, a fact which is realised to-day, for by making
a detour inland an easier location could have been found,
and the present generation would not have been called
upon to pour out heavy sums of money to keep their line
intact, Brunei's vanity has cost the railway company
several thousands of pounds since the line was opened. It